
10.0 Natural Environment

10.1 CONTEXT

This section discusses considerations and strategies for emergency response to events 
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term resilience of the Town’s natural environment and reduce community risk from natural 

environments from potential impacts of development.

The following OCP Goals may be achieved through the policy direction provided in  
this section:

 •

 •

 •

 •

 • Reconciliation

 •

 • Sustainable Service Delivery and  

Environmentally sensitive areas are ecosystems and/or habitats that provide high value 
to the natural environment through their ability to support biodiversity, animal and 
plant species, and natural systems such as purifying the air and water. View Royal has 

provide habitat for many species. Examples include

 •  old growth 
and mature forests such as those found 
in Thetis Lake and Mill Hill Regional Parks

 •  saltwater habitats 
provided in large waterbodies and their 
shorelines such as the Portage Inlet 

 •  freshwater 
streams and lakes that have the 
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plant species, and natural systems such as purifying the air and water. View Royal has 

 saltwater habitats 

shorelines such as the Portage Inlet 

streams and lakes that have the 
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10.2 OBJECTIVES 

10.2.1 BALANCED GROWTH AND NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION 

development opportunities and protecting 
the Town’s distinct natural beauty to ensure 
these valued natural assets are thoughtfully 
maintained. 

10.2.2 PUBLIC SAFETY AND HAZARDS

Mitigate public safety risks associated with 

10.2.3 TERRESTRIAL AREAS, NATURAL 
SHORELINES AND WATERCOURSES

contributions toward overall community 

10.2.4 URBAN FORESTS

urban forest and tree canopy to support 

growth. 

10.2.5 FIRST NATIONS KNOWLEDGE AND 
HISTORY

perspectives into environmental planning 
by working in partnership with the Songhees 

10.3 POLICIES

10.3.1 GENERAL

involved in conserving the health of 

based initiatives such as the following 

Tree planting programs 

local and regional resilience against 

engagement and public education related 

and distribute environmental conservation 
and community stewardship information 
to the public.
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contributions toward overall community contributions toward overall community 

perspectives into environmental planning perspectives into environmental planning 
by working in partnership with the Songhees by working in partnership with the Songhees 



10.3.2 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND RESTORATION

health and sustainability of important 

and environmentally sensitive areas 

designations. 

to prohibit development.

areas for the future. 

assets that provide municipal services 

D. 

services. 

E. 
designate environmentally sensitive 

are adequately protected from new 
development.

F. Support adaptive ecosystem 

of current information and datasets 
to inform ecosystem and urban forest 
management in View Royal. 

riparian ecosystems and shorelines. 

should be in accordance with the current 
Riparian Area Protection Regulation. 

environment.

to environmental conservation and 
management by partnering with the 

the natural environment in View Royal. 

J. 
and activities that have detrimental 
impacts on environmentally sensitive 
areas.

K. 
resident access to Environmentally 

providing defined access opportunities 
that protect native vegetation and do 
not harm the health of ecosystems. 
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assets that provide municipal services assets that provide municipal services 

Riparian Area Protection RegulationRiparian Area Protection Regulation

environment.environment.

to environmental conservation and 



M. 
further studies and research to identify 
initiatives that can contribute to 
enhancing air quality in the community 

while also supporting the Town’s goal of 

10.3.3 HABITAT PROTECTION AND  
ENHANCEMENT

that facilitate the movement of wildlife 
and greater biodiversity across View 
Royal through the pursuit of a wildlife 
corridor study. 

road right of way in providing habitat for 
species and acting as wildlife corridors. 

habitats and ecosystems that support 

change. 

D. Strive to enhance wildlife habitat areas 

applicants for new development on a lot 

to the habitat can be demonstrated 
through completion of a Qualified 

E. 

flood risk.

10.3.4 WATERSHEDS

protect and enhance local and regional 

Support the implementation of the 

where possible. 
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road right of way in providing habitat for road right of way in providing habitat for 
species and acting as wildlife corridors. species and acting as wildlife corridors. 

habitats and ecosystems that support habitats and ecosystems that support 

flood risk.flood risk.

10.3.410.3.4 WATERSHEDSWATERSHEDS



10.3.5 URBAN FOREST 

of View Royal’s urban forest in alignment 

understand the role of the Town’s 

spaces. 

D. 

canopy coverage target for the Town by 

Forest Strategy. 

E. 
and retain trees that are affected by 

methods of development and 
construction. 

F. Support and encourage the protection 
of trees that contribute to the Town’s 
natural and cultural heritage through 

Enhance the pedestrian transit service 

of new boulevard trees and identify 

and collector roads in the Town.

10.3.6 VEGETATION AND LANDSCAPING

adaptive native plants and trees in 

through the pursuit of educational 

vegetation and species to restore 
natural habitats. 

adaptive native plants and trees on 

hanging baskets and targeted annual 
gardens.

D. 
standards for public and private lands 
that considers current and anticipated 
climate stresses that may impact the 
viability of certain vegetation and tree 
species.
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canopy coverage target for the Town by canopy coverage target for the Town by 

and retain trees that are affected by and retain trees that are affected by 

methods of development and methods of development and 

through the pursuit of educational through the pursuit of educational 

vegetation and species to restore vegetation and species to restore 
natural habitats. natural habitats. 

adaptive native plants and trees on 



10.3.7 NATURAL HAZARDS RISK MITIGATION AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE PRACTICES 

the public and development from 
potential threats to safety. 

wherever possible and applicable. 

Review and consider opportunities to 
implement recommendations from the 

D. 

homes within the community. 

E. 
resilience to wildfire threats through 

and adaptive design.

F. 
routes to areas within the community 
and ensure they are properly maintained 

earthquake. 

in the preparation of land use planning 

prone areas.

When considering land use and planning 

value or high population density uses 

by development on steep slopes and in 

J. 
prone areas as special planning areas 
with tailored flood plain construction 

infrastructure adaptation and 
emergency preparedness.

K. 

incorporation of green infrastructure.

Support managed retreat or land use 

flood risk is incompatible with continued 
development.

M. Support the identification and mapping 
of community assets and infrastructure 

enhance the resilience of these assets 
and infrastructure to mitigate possible 
negative effects. 

 135

resilience to wildfire threats through resilience to wildfire threats through 

routes to areas within the community routes to areas within the community 
and ensure they are properly maintained and ensure they are properly maintained 

prone areas as special planning areas prone areas as special planning areas 
with tailored flood plain construction with tailored flood plain construction 

infrastructure adaptation and infrastructure adaptation and 
emergency preparedness.emergency preparedness.

K.K.



N. 

to identify and map the location of 

and understand the risks from natural 

events. 

11.0 Climate Action and Sustainability 

11.1 CONTEXT 

The impacts of climate change are evident in View Royal through previously unprecedented 

View Royal can contribute significantly to adapting and mitigating the effects of climate 

and waste management significantly impact greenhouse gas emissions and working to 

encouraging building retrofits that support lower energy consumption. 

The following OCP Goals may be achieved through the policy direction provided in  
this section:

 •
Security

 •
Resilience

 •
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Climate Action and Sustainability Climate Action and Sustainability 

The impacts of climate change are evident in View Royal through previously unprecedented The impacts of climate change are evident in View Royal through previously unprecedented 

View Royal can contribute significantly to adapting and mitigating the effects of climate View Royal can contribute significantly to adapting and mitigating the effects of climate 

and waste management significantly impact greenhouse gas emissions and working to and waste management significantly impact greenhouse gas emissions and working to 


